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PUBLISHER’S DESK

Is it Time We Re-Define the Goals
and Purposes Of Traditional Horse Rescues
on The Islands....and Abroad?

The equine industry is flourishing; robust even. A recent review of
the American Horse Council's industry report indicates, in part, the
following:

1. There are 9.2 million horses in the U.S.
his includes horses used for racing, show
ing, competition, sport, breeding, recrea-
tion and work - and horses used
both commercially and for pleasure.

2. 4.6 million Americans are involved in
the industry as horse owners, service
providers, employees and volunteers.
Tens of millions more participate as

spectators.
3. 2 million people own horses.
4. The industry has a 39 billion impact on

the U.S. economy when the multiplier
effect of spending by industry suppliers
and employees is taken into account.
Including off-site spending of spectators
would result in an even higher figure.

5. The industry directly provides
460,000 full-time equivalent (FTE)
jobs.

6. Spending by suppliers and employees

generates additional jobs for a total em-
ployment impact of 1.4 million (FTE) jobs.

7. The horse industry pays 1.9 billion in
taxes to all levels of government.

8. There are horses in every state. Forty
five states have at least 20,000 horses
each.

Despite the above, there is an element of the entire horse communi-
ty that is rarely mentioned or somehow excluded from reports such as

the above - The number of horses that are neglected, abused or
end up in horse rescues or other similar organization. Why is that?

And let's be clear, I'm not suggesting that merely the number of
neglected or abused or "sheltered" horses be published for fyi sake. Or
that we collectively recount that one horrific story we all have read or
heard about some poorly treated horse(s). Specifically, | want to know
how many horses are neglected and how that number has influenced
the horse community, domestically and abroad, to address the issue.
Influence how? Read on.

Shouldn’t the horse industry be shaped and influenced by acts of
neglect? Think about your answer.

The truth of the matter is that no one, especially those whose busi-
ness it is to help neglected horses, knows. Take the Unwanted Horse
Coalition, for example. When we reported on this organization in 2008,
their mission was "to reduce the number of unwanted horses and to
improve their welfare through education and the efforts of organizations
committed to the health, safety, and responsible care and disposition of
these horses." They had no exact number of "unwanted horses" or
neglected horses then, and certainly don't today - 5 years later - as
confirmed by this current statement on their website: "No accurate
figures document how many unwanted horses actually exist, their age
and sex, the breeds represented, how many are purebred versus
grade, their most recent use, their value or what happens to themin
the long run. Tens of thousands of horses that could be classified as
unwanted are being sent to processing facilities in the U.S. , Canada
and Mexico each year." Further, they state, "Unfortunately, the num-
ber of unwanted horses exceeds the resources currently available
to accommodate them."

Jay Hickney, then president of the American Horse Council com-
ments from 2008 - ring true today - unfortunately - "Although there are
numerous media reports and much anecdotal evidence of a growing
evidence of a growing problem with unwanted horses, there have been
no studies or surveys done to attempt to document it." Remember, the
AHC is the national association that represents all segments of the
horse industry . The UHC operates with the AHC.

(Continue on Page 2)
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(Is It Time cont.)

One would think that as robust as the horse industry is that the
industry as a whole would do more than sell you equine related prod-
ucts, events and services, but establish a protocol and procedure to
abolish traditional services offered by horse rescues and the like.
Yes, abolish.

The industry has 4.6 million players....how hard could it possibly be?
Why do we know that there are 45 states with 20k horses, and have
anecdotal evidence of an existing problem - a disease plaguing the in-
dustry, but not know the actual number of abused, neglected, unwanted,
efc. horses? s it safe to assume that 5%-10% of that 20k from each
state, etc. would be categorized on a yearly basis as unwanted? Is it
more...less? Regardless of the number picked, determining the numbers
is not at all difficult - unfortunately, we have great indicators. We know
how many horse rescues and other similar organizations exist. We
know how many horses are slaughtered each year. We know the num-
ber of horses euthanized and disposed of each year. We know the
number of horses adopted or fostered. We know the number of horses
abandoned at stables. We know the number of permits issued to home-
owners who homes were sold or foreclosed on. We know the number of
police reports and convictions relating to animal cruelty. We know of the
media reports of animal cruelty. We know how many horses are provid-
ed free treatment and care from vets and farriers. We know the number
of rescues and the like that exist in the U.S. [ think you get my point.

But don't forget, those are just calculations. What's the point of cal-
culating the number of unwanted, neglected and/or abused horses if we
have no real desire to end the abuse? Is it because "We" all the mem-
bers of the horse industry don't care enough to find a cure for this prob-
lem? The evidence would concur. There is enough blame to go around
for all of us in the entire equine industry. None of us have been influ-
enced to end this ugly, inhumane segment of the horse industry. Let's
not forget the industry numbers - the horse industry injects 39 billion
dollars into the U.S. economy. Taking care of all of our horses should
be an easy task.

I'm embarrassed to be a part of an industry that would allow its
most valued resource to suffer. I'm ashamed that I, and this publica-
tion, haven't participated more to end the abuse and neglect of hors-
es. Over the last 5 years we have featured articles and stories on
Hawaii’'s horse community. Whether it be the results of a local riding
club, or articles regarding equine care authored by the islands veteri-
narians and farriers, clinics conducted on the island, or outbreaks of
various diseases, stud services, horse for sale, or the new rodeo
queen, or “The Ten Secrets to Success with Horses,” or product
reviews and recommendations, etc., we did less than a handful of
stories on horse rescues or abused and neglected horses. One such
story was about Betina Parker and Equine 808 in the March 2009
issue entitled "Saving our Equine Friends, One Horse at a Time."
We'll talk more about her later, but the point is simple, no matter what
we have done in the past or believed we have done, or how much we
care today vs. the past, it is enough if we still have horses being
abused and neglected and needing the services of Betina and other
horse rescues on the island. Hence my question, "How many hors-
es are neglected and how that number has influenced the horse

community, domestic and abroad, to address the issue?"

Are you embarrassed? Is the industry embarrassed? So what that
you or your organization take care of your horses - great. So what that
you attended horse clinics and purchased books or videos regarding
proper horse care. So what you've won or placed in an equine event
that you worked hard for. So what that you subscribe to equine publica-
tions and think you're an informed horse owner. So what that you
voiced your opposition to the return of horse racing. So what - to all of
that and more! None of it means anything because horses are still be-
ing neglected. Am | being too harsh? Think of it like this - when you
buy a horse, the first thing you want to know is its lineage. Where it
came from, right? In fact, when buying a horse, the AHC, UHC and other
organizations provide a litany of what to do and what not to do — all cen-
tered around responsible horse ownership. But the truth of the matter is
that when you buy a horse you are, in fact, that horse's parent. You also
become a steward - a soldier even, to protect not just your horse but all
horses. Remember what | said about lineage.

Don't get me wrong. This commentary is not an attack on the horse
industry - it's one’s self reflection of his role and others in the industry...
and that little segment of it known as Hawaii's horse industry. Take
Betina Parker for example. One of Hawaii's finest soldiers in the war
against horse neglect. Okay, we'll call her a horse parent. When we
interviewed Mrs. Parker in 2009, Equine 808 had been in operation for
about a year. Five years later she and her organization are still provid-
ing shelter, rehabilitation, care and adoption services for surrendered
horses. They continue to provide community resources via equine edu-
cation and referral services. Just recently, she and her organization
announced the opening of a 123 acres shelter in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. The lives saved and cared for by Mrs. Parker and her staff at
Equine 808 puts all of us who are not in the business to literally care for
abused, neglected or unwanted horses, to shame. The same could be
true for the other rescue organizations on the islands such as CB Horse
Rescue. Unfortunately, despite their best efforts, Hawaii , as of 2010, is
still considered to be one of five worst places in the world to be an ani-
mal. Since our story, Malama Lio has published its own recommended
Minimum Standards of Equine Care, the UHC has published the results
of its 2009 Unwanted Horse Survey (available on it’s website), and Ha-
waii's State Legislature has passed animal cruelty laws. None of this
compares, really, to the actual work that Mrs. Parker and other organiza
tions like hers continue to perform.

[ don't own enough land to start a shelter or sanctuary. Nor do | have
the physical time to volunteer at the same. Nor do | have the time or
resources to publish and republish texts, manuals and the like regarding
responsible horse ownership, etc., that will inspire you and others to
help eradicate the traditional definition of horse shelters and that ugly
sector our industry that we know exists. We all share in the excuses.
But let's be clear, we are neglecting our horses. Is there hope?

(Cont. on Page 3)

www.malama-lic.com / Malama-Lio - The Hawaii Horse Journal / Summer 2013



(Is It Time cont.)

l, like you, do have resources i.e. atleast one dollar. And if | search
hard enough, I'm sure | can find more. I'm sure you could also. For
example, during the research for this article, one staffer suggested that
we forego our weekly cigar night, and send those dollars to Equine 808.
He discovered their Facebook page when Malama Lio launched its own
page. Interesting. Our first Check totaled $75.00. When we decided to
give up the entire month of our ugly habit, we discovered that we would
have donated $300.00 to the organization without much time and effort.
No research to conduct, any planning and plotting with various boards,
etc. We simply redirected our funds. Maybe you don't share the same
disgusting habit, but you can do something. What can you or your
friends, group(s) and other organizations forego to help the neglected
horses on the islands? Maybe the next time you go out you'll order one
dessert and send a check for the second one you wanted to order to a
rescue? Maybe you'll give or donate the proceeds from your recycled
bottles, cans and newspapers to a rescue. Maybe you'll take all the
loose change you accumulate from monthly purchases and forwarded it
to a rescue? Maybe, you'll put one gallon less of gas in your car a week
and send that extra gallon's worth of funds to the rescue? Maybe, you'll
buy cheaper store brand items and send your savings to a rescue? The
point is, you can do something in your everyday life, without much effort,
to help the industry cure this disease and give horse rescues a new
definition and purpose. With your continued, committed help, horse
rescues become advocates of responsible horse care - not shelters for
abused, neglected, abandoned, surrendered, etc. Horses; and their
facilities become welcoming centers - new homes for horses that simply
don't have homes - for however long is needed.

Malama Lio has a new purpose - To eradicate the traditional
services of horse rescues on the islands and to get Hawaii a mini-
mum standard of care for equines . It won't affect the current opera-
tions, but know that everything else...all that “So, what!” stuff, will come
second to these two important issues.

We begin our new endeavor by donating an additional $500.00 to
Equine 808 - the staff decided that no matter how much we enjoy a
good Malbec, it's never as good as a trail ride on horseback. Join us.
Gather as much money as you can, today, and send it to Equine 808 or
one of the other horse rescue organizations on the island...and do it
again as often, without planning, and as much as you can.

We can do this, Hawaii. | know we can. Let's set the example for the
rest of the industry.

Hopefully, | will meet many of you at the Hawaii Horse Expo 2013;
ML is a Diamond Sponsor. There, | and other staffers at Malama Lio,
will encourage all attendees, without fanfare - during simple conversa-
tion, to donate to Hawaii's horse rescue organizations. It seems the
perfect place when you consider why the Horse Expo, and the later
installed, Mana Award, was created. Many of you may have forgotten
or are unaware of "Mana's Story."

As reported in ML in its February 2010 issue, her story was told as
follows:

"On a bright and sunny day early in November, a wom-
an arrived at the Kona Human Society Shelter trailering
a small, emancipated, female horse named Mana. The
owner, realizing that she could no longer adequately
care for Mana, had decided to surrender her to HIHS.

Mana was very underweight, her ribs were showing,
her coat unkempt, and her personality unpleasant. Dr.
Brady Bergin was called to examine her. Dr. Bergin
determined that Mana was approximately 35 years old,
and although badly malnourished still had life left in her.

The decision was made not to put Mana down. Dr.
Bergin de-wormed Mana, floated her teeth, and recom-
mended a good feeding protocol. With good food Mana
grew stronger and nicer each day.

In December, Mana was moved to the Waimea Shelter

where there is greater pasture space. Mana continued

to gain weight, her personality has improved, and she is
more relaxed and trusting of her caregivers. Dr. Bergin
continued to monitor her health.

Mana is now ready for adoption. As part of the adoption
process the HIHS determines what type of environment
would be best for the horse, consulting with both the
primary veterinarian and when necessary a profession-
al horse trainer.

Mana is a special needs horse. She can't be ridden or
worked. Mana needs a supportive loving environment
where she knows she is safe and will always get
enough to eat. Mana deserves to live out the rest of
her life in dignity.

Prior to approving Mana's adoption HIHS will interview

prospective candidates and visit the location of Mana's

prospective candidates and visit the location of Mana's

new home to ensure that Mana's transition to a new life
is successful.

At the time of writing this article, Mana is still waiting to
find a new home, and can be visited at the Hawaii Is-
land Human Society’s Kona Shelter."

Plato, the great Greek philosopher once stated, “A good decision
is based on knowledge and not on numbers.” We know whats
happening, so let’s stop it. Otherwise, the story of Mana’s and others
like her, will never end.

Laurence Todd

www.malama-lic.com / Malama-Lio - The Hawaii Horse Journal / Summer 2013



Hawaii Horse Journal

Business Directory

Art

Fine Art Prints by Artist Donald R. Gage
Donald R. Gage

808-621-0947

info@dongage.com

www.dongage.com

Equine Health

Banixx Wound and Hoof
1250 Horse Pen Lane
Vass, NC 28394
910.693-9994
Wwww.banixx.com

Pyranha
Pyranhainc.com
800-231-2966

Equine Rescue Organizations

CB Horse Rescue

808-987-9064

cbhorserescue@aol.com
www.hawaiihorserescue.com (Hawaii Island)

Equine 808 Horse Rescue
808-590-1210
www.equine808.com (Oahu)

Hawaii Island Humane Society
808-329-1175

Kona@hihs.org

www.hihs.org (Hawaii Island)

Hawaiian Humane Society
808-356-2250
www.hawaiianhumane.org (Oahu)

Kauai Humane Society
808-632-0610
khs@kauaihumane.org
www.kauaihumane.org (Kauai)

Malama Waikoloa Nightingales
Anita Glass
http://malama-waikoloa-nightingales.blogspot.com

Farm and Ranch Supplies
Walco International
61-3788 Maluokalani Place
Kawaihae, Hawaii Island
808.822.7788

Farriers and Hoofcare
Solomon Singer

High Performance Natural
Hoofcare Specialist
Bareback Riding Instructor
Humane Horse Training
Big Island
Solomonsinger
808.443.4750

mail.com

Feed and Supplements
The Feed Trough
Waialua Shipping Center
North Shore, Oahu
808.637.5600

Life Data Labs

800.624-1873
www.lifedatalabs.com
cservices@lifedatalabs.com
Silver Lining Herbs
808.987.0805
silverlininghawaii@gmail.com
Contact: Lynne Trouchon

Hygain

Martin Connell
mconnell@hygain.com.au.
www.hygainfeeds.com

Animal Health International
Dwayne Cypriano

Tammie Cypriano
808-882-7778
866-746-1410

Lessons and Training
THH Therapeutic Horsemanship of Hawaii
Nancy 937-7903 - Kona
Dana 342-9036 - Oahu

Haku Baldwin Center - 501 (c)(3)

Therapeutic Horseback Riding for Children with
Special Needs, Animal-Assisted Therapy. Center is
fully operating equestrian center with lessons, train-
ing & boarding.

(808) 572-9129

E-mail: HBCRiding@gmail.com

444 Makawao Ave, Makawao

(Maui), HI 96768

Scarlett Oak Equestrian Centre

Celine Falleta

www.scarlettoak.co.nz

Email: scarlettoakequestrian@gmail.com

Linda Kingsbury, EponaQuest™Instructor
Horse Guided Human Transformation.
www.HorseHeartConnection.com.
208-883-9933

Real Estate

Robin Park Bookulos (B) CCIM
rbookulos@castlebrooke.com
808-548-3735

Sophia A. Yunis, R(B) Principal Broker
www.HawaiiWeGo.com

Cell: 808.937.6155

Office: 808.965.4026

Saddles, Tack

Black Forest Treeless Saddles
The natural way to ride
www.blackforestsaddles.com
888.-227-5621

www.malama-lio.com / Malama-Lio - The Hawaii Horse Journal / Summer 2013

The Leather Crafters & Saddlers Journal
222 Blackburn St.—MLM

Rhinelander, WI 54501

715-362-5393
www.leathercraftersjournal.com

Transportation

Sheila Head’s Hawaiian Transport
Livestock shipping to Hawaii
Valley Ford, CA

707-876-9304
www.Hawaiin-transport.com

Veterinarians

Aina Hou Animal Hospital

66-1520 Pu’u Huluhuhu Rd.

Kamuela, HI 96743

Dr. Brady J. Bergin—808-989-6149

Dr. Billy Bergin—808-936-6220

Mixed animal practice specializing in equine repro-
duction, dentistry and lameness

MALAMA LIO DISTRIBUTORS

Buy Local

Maui
Horses R Us, Kahului;
Wai ulu Feed Store, Makawao;
Maui Feed & Farm, Makawao;
Millennium Realty, Makawao.

Oahu
Land O’Lakes, Kapolei;

The Feed Trough, Waialua;
Waimanalo Feed Supply, Waimanalo;
Sally’s Feed, Kahuku;

Paniolo Trading Company, Honolulu;
VO Ranch Products, Waimanalo;
Hilltop Equestrian Center, Waimanalo.

Hawaii Island
Del's, Hilo; Miranda’s, Hilo;
Waimea Feed Supply, Kamuela;
Olson’s, Kamuela;
Waimea Country & Tack, Kamuela;
Horseplay Equestrian Center, Honalo;
Ron’s Saddlery, Kealekekua.

Kauai
Del's Farm Supply, Puhi;



mailto:Solomonsinger@gmail.com
mailto:HBCRiding@gmail.com
http://www.HorseHeartConnection.com




	Summer2013MASTERCOVERa
	Summer 2013 frontins
	Summer 2013 Index
	SUMMER 2013 PREP CONTENTwash
	Summer 2013 Add ins
	Summer 2013 Back Adswash

